
Can a life insurance 
beneficiary be changed 

after death?
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After the policyholder passes away, they finalize the 
beneficiary designation and cannot change or withdraw it. 
As a result, changing the beneficiary after death is usually 

illegal and inefficient.

What Happens to 
Beneficiaries 
When Someone 
Dies?

The beneficiaries listed on a life insurance policy 
typically receive the death benefit permanently 
upon the policyholder's passing.

The beneficiary designation finalizes and remains 
unmodifiable.

Empowering employees to constantly learn and 
look for and act upon opportunities rather than 
playing it safe.
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When Can Someone 
Challenge Who on the 
Beneficiary is Going to 
Be?

Under some conditions, there may be a dispute 
about who gets the life insurance proceeds when 
the policyholder dies.

This includes situations where suspicion of fraud 
arises, and the beneficiary made the designation 
under pressure or duress.

Disputes may also occur if there are conflicting 
claims about the proceeds of the policy.

When there are uncertainties regarding the 
chosen beneficiary's accuracy, legitimacy, or 
fairness, objections to the beneficiary designation 
usually arise
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5 Reasons Why Planning is 
Important

Wishes are Honored

Allows for Changes 
as Circumstances 
Occur

Enables Smooth 
Distribution

Gives Peace of Mind

Prevents Possible 
Disputes
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What Happens 
If You Try to 
Change the 
Beneficiary 
After Death

Trying to change beneficiaries after death could 
lead to drawn-out court cases. This would then 
delay the offering of the benefits.

Requests to change the beneficiaries would 
violate the terms of the original agreement and 
might result in legal ramifications for the 
provider.
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